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LEARNING WITH
ENVIRONMENTS

“At the heart of place-based learning is the
importance of observing and connecting to
your place, wherever that place may be” -

Molly Gerrish, from the land of the
Menominee, Ojibwe, Potawatomi and Ho-

Chunk People,

Reference: Warden and Fargher (2023) Beyond the Gate
p.171



Nature Touchstones stand as a reminder of the pivotal practices
of nature pedagogues, offering opportunities for provocation,
exploration, nurturing curiosity, awe and wonder. They act as
springboards to new learnings and practices through being
affected by what we encounter.

Sense of Wonder
Being Affected
Nature as Co-teacher
Walking-as-Method
Attuning with Nature
Sense of Place
Sensorial Knowing
Patterns of Creation
Silence and Ritual
Stories and Storytelling
e Earthly as Gift Giver
| ; Ethical Challenges
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DOCUMENTING WITH VISUAL DIARIES

Working in the visual diary
requires educators

to act ethically in their
documentations

and to recognise
ambiguities, be open to
sensation, intra-ruptions,
the unanticipated,

and to concede that
knowing is always
situated,

incomplete and biased.
— Lasczik et. al (2024)

Figure 1. Children working and collaborating in visual diaries during the inquiry.

Images of Visual Journal — HORIZON Project (Researchers Amy Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles, Karen Malone, Lexi Lasczik, Linda Knight, Maia Osborne)
Lasczik, A., Cutter-Mackenzie-Knowles, A., Osborn, M., Malone, K., & Knight, L. (2024). Engaging visual diaries in early childhood nature play as pedagogical arousal. Australasian Journal
of Early Childhood, 50(2), 188-210. https://doi.org/10.1177/18369391241276885




VISUAL DIARY AS A
BECOMING

The visual diary quite transcends its
usefulness as a pedagogical mechanism or an
instrument of recording and reflecting; it is
potentially much more. In this project, we
witnessed educators, children and ourselves
as academics engage with the visual diary in
profound and unexpected ways, affording rich
insights into nature play, scientific concepts
and perhaps most significantly, the more-
than-human. - Lasczik et. al (2024)




CHILDREN - STORYING OUR JOURNEY
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EDUCATORS - DOCUMENTING OUR JOURNEY
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ETHICS OF CARE- DOCUMENTING RAISING QUESTIONS?
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Inside the fish was blood. The fish was dead.
It wasn’t moving, it wasn’t swimming or
breathing. It was dead - Ava

| saw the fishy. | saw the fin. | wish it was
swimming - Connor

Very yucky. Very Stinky. — Eleanor.

The fish was stinky. | didn’t touch it.
Everyone else was touching it. — Addison.

Miss Kelly cut it open. Inside the fish was really
bloody. | pulled out the throat, the gills, the guts -
Annabelle

The eyes were all globbly. | didn’t like it. —Stella

The fish was very smelly. | felt the tail and |
touched. It was yucky. — Chloe.

| smelt the fish. | didn’t like it. | felt sad- Maggie
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