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Agency

Active identification  
of  valued goals  

and outcomes

Belief in one’s ability  
to achieve and  

succeed

The ability to pursue goals 
and outcomes proactively, 

purposefully and effectively

Agency  
involves

Ways to promote student agency

➜		 Ensuring congruence between students’ social  

and academic identities 

➜	 Demonstrating the personal relevance of tasks  

being undertaken

➜	 Utilising formative assessment to empower students  

in leading their learning

➜	Providing a degree of autonomy together with adequate  

scaffolding and instruction on a ‘just-in-time’ basis

➜	Incorporating problem-based learning

➜	Involving students in the design of learning  

activities and units


